                                                                                                                           September 14, 2010
The General Membership Meeting of The Allegheny West Civic Council was called to order at 7:35pm by President John McDanel. 

The minutes were read and approved as read. Motion by Gloria Rayman. Seconded by Bob Griewahn.

Treasurer’s Report-Bob Griewahn- The AWDC account is showing a small loss for the year to date due to a recent directors’ and officers’ insurance payment. We have received an invoice for the yearly audit. Hardcopies of both the AWDC report and the AWCC report are filed with these minutes in the office. Motion to file for audit by Mary Callison. Seconded by John DeSantis.
Back taxes on the Value Added Foods property-Gloria Rayman-Between 2004 and 2007, $28,600 accrued on this property when The City took it off the books. AWCC owed $34,000. The City is willing to settle for $24,000. Gloria moved that AWCC recommend to the board of AWDC to accept the settlement with The City. Seconded by Mary Callison. The funds for this payment will come from the AWDC account. We should net 5% to 10% on the sale of the property. Bob Griewahn recommended to accept the settlement. The motion passed with 3 abstentions: John DeSantis, John McDanel, and Carole Malakoff

Property Report-Mary Callison-The roof work has started on MacIntosh Row. The second payment to the contractor is due. We received a message from Jack Schmitt, adjoining property owner,  that the joint downspout leaks. Holly Sisk has shown the units “for sale”. She has requested approval to post “for sale” signs in front of 812 and 814. After discussion, the concensus was that too many “For Sale” signs in the same block is not good. There was a question whether the final water bill for 810 was paid at closing. Gloria Rayman said that she will ask Holly Sisk about it.

Housing and Planning Committee-

Letter of support to CNNC for the annexation of Brighton Place-The following is the recommendation of the Housing and Planning Committee: that the AWCC membership vote in favor of authorizing the President to issue and sign a letter supporting the comprehensive incorporation of the geographic area bounded by California Avenue, Marquis Way, Pennsylvania Avenue, and Brighton Road (formerly known as Brighton Place) into CNNC. John DeSantis moved that the membership accept this recommendation. Seconded by Bob Griewahn. The motion passed.
Lindos property-The Waheeds, owners of Lindos, are in the process of initiating an application for a loan from The Northside Development Loan Fund. They are seeking a letter of support from AWCC for this purpose. The Waheeds will be invited to present their plans the the committee and a recommendation will be brought to the membership in October.
Ways and Means Committee-Gloria Rayman- Gloria reported that 14 tickets have been sold for The Wine Tour. Also, some Christmas Tour tickets have been sold.

Membership Committee-Tim Zinn announced that there will be a neighborhood mixer this Friday, 6pm, at The Modern Cafe. There will be another one at Cassis in October.

Nominating Committee- Tim Zinn-There will be a meeting on Thursday, September 16 at the AWCC office.

Old Business

Northside Conference Casino funds-Gloria Rayman reminded everyone that AWCC needs to select representatives for both funding committees, business and residential. Those selections will be designated by the Executive Board and a recommendation will be brought to the membership in October.
New Business
Street sweeping-Martha Helmreich reported that street sweeping has not taken place since the end of July even though The City has said that they will sweep once a month. Martha stated that she contacted Councilman Lavelle’s Office about this. She suggested that the President send a letter to The Mayor requesting that our streets be swept at least once a month. John DeSantis suggested that we get more information from Lavelle’s office about how this is affecting other neighborhoods. John DeSantis moved that Martha works with the city administration to get regular street sweeping in Allegheny West. Seconded by Trevor Ley. Motion passed.

Police report after Steeler games-John DeSantis suggested that we attempt to get cell phone numbers for the police officers hired by AWCC before the next home game.

Donation to The Friends of The Carnegie Library-Gloria Rayman moved that AWCC donate $100 to this group. Seconded by John DeSantis. The motion passed.

Report on the Manchester Executive Board Meeting-John DeSantis reported that he had attended The MCC Executive Board Meeting this past month. He stated that the most significant issue, as expressed by their board, is that North Side neighborhoods are not getting purchase / rehab loans from local banks. John recommended that we support them in that issue.
Tree trimming-Mary Callison asked if we can get someone to reshape the trees after Lewis Tree Service, working for Duquene Light, botched the job. John DeSantis recommended that someone research what has been done to solve the problem in other neighborhoods.

Presentation of design for Allegheny Square Park-The plans will be discussed at The Children’s Museum on Tuesday, September 21 from 5pm to 7pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30pm
Respectfully submitted,

Carole Malakoff, Recording Secretary
